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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed on July 3, 2006 and the supplemental amendment filed 

on September 14, 2006, is sufficient to overcome the Kalina (U.S. Patent Number: 
6,243,688) reference. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1,3-9,1 1, 15-17,19-34,37,39-46,53-62,64-69,72,74-77,79-81,83- 

86,88,90,91,93-98,100-106,108,112-114,116-122,124-131,134,136,137,140,142- 
144,146 and 148 are allowed. 



Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Prior art was found which discloses the use of stocks or other investment 
vehicles in an incentive award program (Kalina: U.S. Patent Number: 6,243,688). 
This reference encompasses investment vehicles that are equity in the incentive 
program itself, since it is understood that common stock can be issued in an entity 
whose sole purpose is the administration of an incentive program. Additionally, the 
Kalina reference covers investment vehicles created by carving out portions of on 
ongoing business entity and issuing stock said carved out portion of the business 
entity since this is a well known financing operation. Additionally, the applicant has 
admitted that the formula provided in the claims is well known. 
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However, prior art was not found that discloses the use of the formula as a 
distribution mechanism for either common stock or an incentive program when a 
customer first chooses the incentive option that is equity in the equity program itself 
and then receives the incentive award based upon the formula as claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by the applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance". 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to John Van Bramer whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8198. The examiner can normally be reached on 6am - 4pm Monday 
through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/912,591 
Art Unit: 3622 



Page 4 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 




